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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7, and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tanaka et at. US 6,597,389. 

Re claim 1, Tanaka discloses an apparatus comprising: a basic device (18) 
including a docking interface (142) (figure 3); and an accessory device (14,16) including 
a control processor and a power supply unit, that couples to the docking interface (142) 
of the basic device (18); wherein the power supply unit supplies electrical energy to the 
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control processor in response to a control signal received from the basic device (18) (14 
powers on the camera 16 when an instruction is received) (col. 4, line 9-col. 6, line 14); 
wherein the control signal provides an indication from the basic device (18) to the 
accessory device (14,16) that the accessory device (14,16) is to be powered on using a 
power source internal to the accessory device (14,16); wherein the control signal 
triggers a transition of the accessory device (14,16) from a powered-off state in which 
the power supply unit is deactivated and the control processor is powered off to a 
powered-on state in which the power supply unit is activated and the control processor 
is powered on, the control signal being indicative of whether or not an application which 
requires use of the accessory device (14,16) is currently running on the basic device 
(18) (whether or not a remote camera (16) is to be viewed/controlled using terminal (18) 
(col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23; figures 1-3 and 10). 

Re claim 2, Tanaka states that the power supply unit maintains the electrical 
energy supplied to the control processor in response to a further control signal (override 
turnoff if image from camera (16) is being transmitted to a reception terminal station (18) 
different from the camera control client) received from the control processor (col. 1 1 , 
line 55-col. 13, line 4). 

Re claim 3, Tanaka states that the power supply unit includes a power 
management circuit that receives the control signal from the basic device (18) and the 
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further control signal from the control processor, and a power supply that supplies the 
electrical energy to the control processor (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23). 

Re claim 7, Tanaka states that a monitoring terminal station (18) is capable of 
remotely controlling ON/OFF of a power supply of an arbitrary camera (16) in order to 
reduce power consumption (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23). Therefore, since a remote 
user may control the power supply of a variety of cameras the Examiner is reading the 
structure disclosed by Tanaka as a switched mode power supply. 

Re claim 21, Tanaka discloses a method of managing the power requirements of 
an accessory device (14,16) coupled to a basic device (18) comprising: generating a 
first control signal with the basic device (18) and supplying the first control signal to the 
accessory device (14,16) (col. 4, line 9-col. 6, line 14); the first control signal providing 
an indication from the basic device (18) to the accessory device (14,16) that the 
accessory device (14,16) is to be powered on using a power source internal to the 
accessory device (14,16); activating a power supply unit of the accessory device (14,16) 
in response to the first control signal to supply electrical power from the power supply 
unit to a control processor of the accessory device (14,16) (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23; 
figures 1-3 and 10); generating a second control signal (override shut-off if image from 
camera (16) is being transmitted to another terminal station (18) with the control 
processor of the accessory device and supplying the second control signal to the power 
supply unit; and latching operation of the power supply unit in response to the second 
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control signal to maintain the supply of electrical power from the power supply unit to 
the control processor regardless of the state of the first control signal (col. 1 1 , line 55- 
col. 13, line 4); wherein the firstcontrol signal triggers a transition of the accessory 
device (14,16) from a powered-off state in which the power supply unit is deactivated 
and the control processor is powered off to a powered-on state in which the power 
supply unit is activated and the control processor is powered on, the control signal being 
indicative of whether or not an application which requires use of the accessory device 
(14,16) is currently running on the basic device (18) (whether or not a remote camera 
(16) is to be viewed/controlled using terminal (18) (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23; figures 
1-3 and 10). 

Re claims 22-23, Tanaka also states that latching of the operation of the power 
supply unit is maintained for a predetermined period of time and latching is discontinued 
after expiration of the predetermined time period in response to a first control signal(col. 
13, lines 17-34). 

Re claim 24, Tanaka further states that an operation (send video to display 
requesting video) is performed with the accessory device (16) in response to an activity 
command signal (terminal 18 requests video signal) and resetting the predetermined 
time period after completion of the accessory operation (check for a predetermined 
period of time when images displayed on all the video display areas are cleared) (col. 
13, lines 17-34). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 13-16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tanaka et al. 

Re claim 4, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 3 above. Specifically, 
Tanaka states that power is supplied to a camera (16) in response to a control signal 
received from a remote terminal device (18). However, Tanaka fails to specifically 
disclose a first switching element to generate a power activation signal and a second 
switching element responsive to the power activation signal. The Examiner takes 
Official Notice that it is well known in the art to use switching elements in digital circuits 
in order to read signals input from external devices and allow the electronic devices to 
operate. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been 
motivated to include a first switching element responsive to the external control signal to 
generate a power activation signal and a second switching element that is responsive 
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the power activation signal. Doing so would provide a means for allowing a remote 
terminal to input a control signal into the electronic circuitry of a camera in order to 
remotely power and control the camera. 

Re claim 13, Tanaka discloses a digital camera accessory device (16) 
comprising: a basic device (18) including a docking interface (142) (figure 3); and an 
accessory device (14,16) including a control processor and a power supply unit, that 
couples to the docking interface (142) of the basic device (18); wherein the power 
supply unit supplies electrical energy to the control processor in response to a control 
signal received from the basic device (18) (14 powers on the camera 16 when an 
instruction is received) (col. 4, line 9-col. 6, line 14); wherein the control signal provides 
an indication from the basic device (18) to the accessory device (14,16) that the 
accessory device (14,16) is to be powered on using a power source internal to the 
accessory device (14,16); wherein the control signal triggers a transition of the 
accessory device (14,16) from a powered-off state in which the power supply unit is 
deactivated and the control processor is powered off to a powered-on state in which the 
power supply unit is activated and the control processor is powered on (col. 8, line 59- 
col. 9, line 23; figures 1-3 and 10). Although Tanaka discloses all of the limitations 
above it fails to disclose the details of the video cameras such as the lens system and 
the image processing circuitry. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known 
in the art for video cameras to include lens systems and image processing circuitry that 
captures image data. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to 
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include a lens and image processing circuitry in the video cameras disclosed by Tanaka 
in order to capture video images with high quality. 

Re claim 14, Tanaka states that the power supply unit maintains the electrical 
energy supplied to the control processor in response to a further control signal (override 
turnoff if image from camera (16) is being transmitted to a reception terminal station (18) 
different from the camera control client) received from the control processor (col. 1 1 , 
line 55-col. 13, line 4). 

Re claim 15, Tanaka states that the power supply unit includes a power 
management circuit that receives the control signal from the basic device (18) and the 
further control signal from the control processor, and a power supply that supplies the 
electrical energy to the control processor (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23). 

Re claim 16, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 15 above. 
Specifically, Tanaka states that power is supplied to a camera (16) in response to a 
control signal received from a remote terminal device (18). However, Tanaka fails to 
specifically disclose a first switching element to generate a power activation signal and 
a second switching element responsive to the power activation signal. The Examiner 
takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art to use switching elements in digital 
circuits in order to read signals input from external devices and allow the electronic 
devices to operate. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to 
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have been motivated to include a first switching element responsive to the external 
control signal to generate a power activation signal and a second switching element that 
is responsive the power activation signal. Doing so would provide a means for allowing 
a remote terminal to input a control signal into the electronic circuitry of a camera in 
order to remotely power and control the camera. 

Re claim 19, Tanaka states that a monitoring terminal station (18) is capable of 
remotely controlling ON/OFF of a power supply of an arbitrary camera (16) in order to 
reduce power consumption (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 23). Therefore, since a remote 
user may control the power supply of a variety of cameras the Examiner is reading the 
structure disclosed by Tanaka as a switched mode power supply. 

Claims 6, 12, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tanaka et al. in view of applicant's admitted prior art. 

Re claim 6, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 4 above. However, 
Takahashi fails to disclose a bipolar transistor and a field effect transistor uses as 
switching elements. 

The use of bi-polar transistors and field effect transistors is now taken to be 
admitted prior art because Applicant failed to traverse the Examiner's assertion of 
Official Notice in reply to the Office Action mailed in which a common knowledge 
statement was made. See MPEP §2144.03. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
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one skilled in the art to have been motivated to use bipolar transistors and field effect 
transistors as switching element sin the digital camera disclosed by Tanaka Doing so 
would provide a means for allowing a remote terminal to input a control signal into the 
electronic circuitry of a camera in order to remotely power and control the camera. 

Re claim 12, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 above and also 
discloses that the power supply maintains the electrical energy when the control signal 
fluctuates (col. 1 1 , line 55-col. 13, line 4). Despite this, Tanaka does not specifically 
state that the switching unit includes a capacitor and resistor network comprising at 
least one capacitor and one resistor. 

The use of a capacitor and resistor network is now taken to be admitted prior art 
because Applicant failed to traverse the Examiner's assertion of Official Notice in reply 
to the Office Action mailed in which a common knowledge statement was made. See 
MPEP §2144.03. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to 
have been motivated to include a capacitor and resistor network for latching the 
swiching control unit disclosed by Tanaka. Doing so would provide a means for 
allowing a remote terminal to input a control signal into the electronic circuitry of a 
camera in order to remotely power and maintain power to the camera. 

Re claim 18, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 16 above. However, 
Takahashi fails to disclose a bipolar transistor and a field effect transistor uses as 
switching elements. 
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The use of bi-polar transistors and field effect transistors is now taken to be 
admitted prior art because Applicant failed to traverse the Examiner's assertion of 
Official Notice in reply to the Office Action mailed in which a common knowledge 
statement was made. See MPEP §2144.03. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art to have been motivated to use bipolar transistors and field effect 
transistors as switching element sin the digital camera disclosed by Tanaka Doing so 
would provide a means for allowing a remote terminal to input a control signal into the 
electronic circuitry of a camera in order to remotely power and control the camera. 

Re claim 20, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 13 above and also 
discloses that the power supply maintains the electrical energy when the control signal 
fluctuates (col. 11, line 55-col. 13, line 4). Despite this, Tanaka does not specifically 
state that the switching unit includes a capacitor and resistor network comprising at 
least one capacitor and one resistor. 

The use of a capacitor and resistor network is now taken to be admitted prior art 
because Applicant failed to traverse the Examiner's assertion of Official Notice in reply 
to the Office Action mailed in which a common knowledge statement was made. See 
MPEP §2144.03. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to 
have been motivated to include a capacitor and resistor network for latching the 
swiching control unit disclosed by Tanaka. Doing so would provide a means for 
allowing a remote terminal to input a control signal into the electronic circuitry of a 
camera in order to remotely power and maintain power to the camera. 



Application/Control Number: 09/654,745 



Art Unit: 2622 



Page 12 



Claims 5 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tanaka et al. in view of Elberbaum US 6,191,814. 

Re claim 5, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 4 above. However, 
Tanaka fails to specifically state that the accessory device (14,16) includes a battery. 

Elberbaum discloses that a current supply (26) is connected to a TV camera (18) 
and a battery (10) installed inside the camera housing is capable of being recharged by 
the current supply (26) (col. 7, lines 24-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include a rechargeable battery as 
disclosed by Elberbaum in the video cameras disclosed by Tanaka. Doing so would 
provide a means for enabling the power source of a video camera to be recharged by 
an external source. 

Re claim 17, Tanaka discloses all of the limitations of claim 16 above. However, 
Tanaka fails to specifically state that the accessory device (14,16) includes a battery. 

Elberbaum discloses that a current supply (26) is connected to a TV camera (18) 
and a battery (10) installed inside the camera housing is capable of being recharged by 
the current supply (26) (col. 7, lines 24-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include a rechargeable battery as 
disclosed by Elberbaum in the video cameras disclosed by Tanaka. Doing so would 
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provide a means for enabling the power source of a video camera to be recharged by 
an external source. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Re claims 8-1 1 , the prior art fails to teach or suggest, "An apparatus comprising: 
a basic device including a docking interface; and an accessory device, including a 
control processor and a power supply unit, that couples to the docking interface of the 
basic device; wherein the power supply unit supplies electrical energy to the control 
processor in response to a control signal received from the basic device; wherein the 
control signal provides an indication from the basic device to the accessory 
device that the accessory device is to be powered on using a power source 
internal to the accessory device; wherein the control signal triggers a transition of the 
accessory device from a powered-off stat in which the power supply unit is deactivated 
and the control processor is powered off to a powered-on state in which the power 
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supply unit is activated and the control processor is powered on, the control signal being 
indicative of whether or not an application which requires use of the accessory device is 
currently running on the basic device, wherein the basic device comprises a 
personal digital assistant device". 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
submitting all Official communications is (703) 872-9306. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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